
LONGFORD  MUNICIPAL DISTRICT
Minutes of Meeting of Longford Municipal District held in the 
Council Chamber, Town Hall, Longford on Wednesday,
24th July 2019 at 4.30 p.m.

_________________________________________________________________________

CATHAOIRLEACH:
Councillor Seamus Butler, Cathaoirleach.

MEMBERS PRESENT:
Councillors – John Browne, Joe Flaherty, Gerry Hagan, 

Martin Monaghan, Peggy Nolan and Gerry Warnock.


IN ATTENDANCE:            
Mr. John McKeon, Director of Services.   





Mr. Mark McNerney, Administrative Officer.




Mr. Brian Faughnan, Executive Engineer.






Mr. Terry Rooney, Senior Executive Officer.






Mr. David Ledwith, Technician.
APOLOGY:


Mr. Eamon Bennett, Senior Executive Engineer.

MEETINGS 

ADMINISTRATOR:
Ms. Anne Lee
ADOPTION OF MINUTES  -  circulated

On the proposal of Councillor J. Browne seconded by Councillor P. Nolan, it was 

unanimously agreed to adopt minutes of Committee Meeting held on the 27th March 2019.

On the proposal of Councillor P. Nolan seconded by Councillor J. Browne, it was 

unanimously agreed to adopt minutes of March Meeting held on the 27th March 2019.

On the proposal of Councillor J. Flaherty seconded by Councillor M. Monaghan, it was 

unanimously agreed to adopt minutes of Annual Meeting held on the 17th June 2019.

MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES.

None.
DECLARATION OF INTEREST BY MEMBERS.

None.
MANAGEMENT REPORT.

The Management Report , as circulated, was noted.

The following issues were raised –

Footpath Rehabilitation Programme –
Councillor J. Browne

Shannonvale – Works will recommence in September.

Councillor S. Butler queried why macadam was used in some of the footpath repairs and was informed that in accordance with the criteria for the draw down of funding from Irish Public Bodies that it is preferable that macadam be used.   J. McKeon confirmed that concrete will be used in the town core and macadam can be used in the periphery of the town.  
Filter Lane on Dublin Road – 
Councillor P. Nolan.
B. Faughnan to examine Councillor Nolan’s request that a filter lane be provided at the entrance to the Convent/St Joseph’s National School on the Dublin Road.
Irish Water Works at Kennedy Drive.

Councillor J. Browne requested that the rehabilitation work by Irish Water at Kennedy Drive be examined.
UPDATE ON CCTV – report circulated. 

J. McKeon briefed the members on Report circulated and replied to queries raised.

John stated that funding for the provision of CCTV cameras will be considered in the context of the preparation of the 2020 Budget and over the five years of the current Council. 
It was agreed that a presentation be given at the next M.D. meeting on the following –

· Timeline for the CCTV Programme in Longford town.
· Progress of replacement of existing cameras and the provision of new cameras.

· Costings for the CCTV Programme.

· Will CCTV cameras be provided individually or on block.
Councillor P. Nolan proposed and Councillor J. Browne seconded that a letter be forwarded to the Minister for Justice requesting that a National Fund be established for the provision of CCTV cameras. 

NOTICES OF MOTIONS.

Surface of Walkway at the Albert Reynolds Peace Park.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor J. Browne and seconded by Councillor G. Warnock -

“I call on Longford County Council to replace the pebble surface on the walkway around the Mall with a more suitable one, as older people, wheelchair users, and persons pushing prams, find it difficult to use”.

B. Faughnan stated that a macadam walkway would be required for wheelchair accessibility and people with mobility issues. A macadam walkway can be provided, subject to funding. 
Venue of Longford M.D. Meetings.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor M. Monaghan and seconded by Councillor J. Flaherty  -

“I request that Longford Municipal District hold a monthly meeting once quarterly in 

The Ralph Room, Newtownforbes.”

Councillor P. Nolan proposed and Councillor J. Browne seconded that the M.D. Meetings remain being held in the Council Chamber, Town Hall.

Councillor Monaghan agreed to amend his Motion as follows  -

“That, on a pilot basis, one M.D. Meeting per year be held in The Ralph Room, Newtownforbes, 

A vote was taken

For Councillor Nolan’s proposal
-
Councillors J. Browne, G. Hagan, P. Nolan and 







G. Warnock.







Total  -  4

For Councillor Monaghan’s proposal
-
Councillors S. Butler, J. Flaherty and 

M. Monaghan.

Total  -  3

Councillor Monaghan’s Motion was declared lost.

Longford Municipal District meetings to remain in the Council Chamber, Town Hall.

CORRESPONDENCE – CIRCULATED.

Correspondence received from the Neonatal Death Association of Ireland regarding “Wave of Light” on the 15th October was noted and agreed.
O.N.E. Monument.
Councillor P. Nolan requested that the O.N.E. Monument which was moved to Athlone a number of years ago be placed in the Remembrance Garden. This was agreed to, in principle, by the members.  Councillor Nolan to request O.N.E. to submit a written request.

Completion of Footpaths in Stonepark.

In response to a query from Councillor G. Hagan, B. Faughnan stated that there is no funding available for footpath extensions at the present time 
Speed Barrier at Melview National School.

Councillor P. Nolan requested that the speed barrier at Melview National School be examined and the possibility of placing a CCTV camera at this location.

Increase in Insurance – Agriculture Sector.

Councillor G. Hagan highlighted the issue of insurance increases, especially in the agricultural sector. 

Revision to Directorate Functional Responsibilities. 

J. McKeon updated the members regarding Revision to Directorates as follows- 

Support Services
Led by John Mc Keon, Head of Finance

Delegated Responsibilities include Financial Management, Information Systems, Regeneration, Internal Audit, Compliance Unit, Facilities and Buildings Management and Longford MD.
 

Strategic Infrastructure and Climate Change
Led by John Brannigan, Director of Services

Delegated Responsibilities include Roads and Transportation, Housing, Water Services, Environment, Planning, Veterinary Services, Emergency Services and Civil Defence and Granard MD.
 

Community and Enterprise

Led by Barbara Heslin, Director of Services

Delegated responsibilities include Corporate Planning and Management, Risk Management, Customer Care, Meetings Administration, Ethics, Community, Enterprise, Human Resources, Health, Safety and Welfare, Libraries, Arts and Heritage and Ballymahon MD.
Regeneration Update.
Terry Rooney gave a comprehensive update on the Regeneration Programme. 

This concluded the business of the meeting.
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Signed: ______________
_
             Anne Lee,
             Meetings Administrator
Confirmed and adopted at Longford Municipal District Meeting held on the
25th September 2019.
Signed: _______________

               Cathaoirleach.
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